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FROM THE ADMINISTRATION  

“Reading and writing float on a sea of talk,” British scholar and teacher educator 

James Britton wrote many years ago, evoking a powerful image of the role that oral 

language plays in learning. Researchers in education for the past few decades have 

demonstrated to educators that students who speak and listen well are more likely 

to become good readers and writers. (Ontario Ministry of Education, 2006)  A stu-

dent’s ability to effectively communicate (i.e., speak and listen) to his/her peers and 

adults impacts their learning and social relationships.  

As we continue to work with all our students to help them understand the key role 

of oral language, you can do the same at home. Here are some tips: 

 

 Place value on attentive listening (e.g., use body language to indicate that you 

are paying attention to a speaker or paraphrasing what you heard to confirm 

understanding) 

 Body language is something that you can practice at home with your child.  This 

includes discussing the meaning of different body postures, facial expressions, 

tone of voice and eye contact.  For example, children often find it easy to say 

what is expected of them, but if their feelings conflict with what they are saying, 

their body language will oppose their words.  

 Body language that contradicts verbal communication includes: Unfriendly body 

posture or gesture. Lack of eye contact.  High pitched or strained tone of voice. 

 

In the past few months, our staff have embarked on professional development 

around language, math and the new Kindergarten curriculum and report cards.  

With that being said, February brings us to the close of the first term at school. Re-

port Cards for the First Term will be sent home on Wednesday, February 14th. These 

Report Cards are a reflection on your child’s learning skills and progress in specific 

subject areas since September. If you have any questions about the Report Cards, 

please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.  

 

All the best for Term 2, 

Ritch McNaughton    Jeff Foran 

Principal    Vice Principal 

2018 

mailto:michaelcranny.es@yrdsb.ca
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 Message From Our Trustee 

With report cards coming home, this is a good time of year to review your child’s progress and 
to set goals for the rest of the school year.  

  

As trustees, our goals are set out in the Board Multi-Year Plan. In the coming months, trustees 
will be reviewing and updating this plan. This process will include opportunities for public input, 
and trustees will be out in the communities talking about this. More information will be shared 
about this in the spring.   

  

Developing and reviewing the Multi-Year Plan is just one of our responsibilities as publicly 
elected officials. Trustee responsibilities also include hiring the Director of Education, setting 
Board policies and the annual budget, and communicating with the public.  

  

This is a good time to learn more about the role of trustees with the next municipal election 
taking place later this year on October 22, 2018. York Region District School Board has 12 
trustees, elected by ratepayers. As a trustee, listening and communicating with families is an 
important part of my role. Students, families and members of the public are welcome to attend 
and observe any public Board, Advisory or Board Committee meetings and to share their 
views with us on policy and Board governance.   

  

As we move into the second half of the year, I hope that you are seeing evidence of your 
child’s learning and progress, and finding opportunities to get involved in their learning and the 
life of the school.  

  

I wish you all the best for a successful second term.  

 

Will your child be late or absent from school? 

 

Be sure to call the school before 8:10 a.m. to let us know.   

You can also leave a                         

message anytime at                      

(905) 832-4922                                      

in the attendance mailbox. 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/MYP-Goals.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Policy/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Departments/Finance/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/Roles-and-Responsibilities.aspx
https://www.amo.on.ca/AMO-Content/Municipal-101/Municipal-Elections.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Trustees/Pages/default.aspx


Visitors to the School 

 

We welcome visitors and volunteers to the school. All visitors and volunteers must start their visit in the of-
fice. All visitors and volunteers are required to wear a “visitor” or “volunteer” sticker while in the school. If you 
are bringing an item for your child or picking up your child for an appointment, please come to the school of-
fice.  A staff member will contact the classroom and ensure the item is delivered, or direct your child to the 
office if you are picking up your child.  If possible, try to arrange appointments after school hours so that your 
child does not miss valuable class time. 

Please notify us in writing or by telephone if someone other than the parent/guardian will pick up your child. 
We will only release children to adults listed as emergency contacts.  

If you wish to arrange a meeting by phone or in person to speak with your child’s teacher, please call the 
school ahead of time to arrange a convenient time.  We cannot ask teachers to leave their classrooms during 
the instructional day to take a phone call or meet with a parent. If you are coming to school for a pre-
arranged appointment, please begin your visit in the office and we will notify the teacher that you have ar-
rived. 

School Council 2017-2018 

 

Our school council meetings for the 2017-2018 school year will take place on: 

 

                                 Thursday, February 22, 2018 

                                   Wednesday, April 4, 2018 

                                    Thursday, May 17, 2018 

 

All Parents are welcome to join us  

in the library at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

All YRDSB schools are now using School Cash Online as an online payment system. School Cash Online is an 
easy, safe and convenient way for families to pay online for extracurricular items or events, including year-
books and field trips. It helps to reduce paper and the amount of cash/cheques handled by parents and stu-
dents.  

If you have not yet registered to School Cash Online you are missin important notifications, all you need is 
your child’s student ID to get started! 

You can register for School Cash Online at any time. There is also a button on our school website. Once you 
are registered, you will be notified of any new items available for your child. 
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Parent Information 

School Cash Online 

https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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All our students will be ex-
pected to be outside before, 
during and after school in all 
weather conditions (i.e., rain or 
shine, snow or heat).  Students 
need to come to school 
dressed to play outside during 
recesses.  Boots (for rain or 
snow), rain jackets, hats, mitts, scarves and snow 
pants will help make recess an enjoyable time.  It is 
advisable for children to keep extra pants and socks 
at school in case they get wet. To avoid adding to our 
clothing collection in the Lost and Found Bin, please 
be sure to label all articles of clothing. 

 

 

Parent Information 

If the condition of the roads necessitates the cancel-
lation of bus service, local radio stations will be in-
formed as early as possible and will broadcast this 
information to the community. Please be advised 
that if buses are cancelled in the morning they 
will not run after school—regardless of the 
weather. Review your plans as to what your chil-
dren will do in the event of late buses or cancella-
tions. The following radio stations announce cancel-
lations:   

AM 590      AM 640        AM 680      AM 1010    AM1050 AM 
1530    AM 1540     FM 88.5      FM 90.3     FM 92.5     FM 
93.1     FM 97.3      FM 98.1      FM 99.9      FM 100.7    

FM 104.5   FM 107.1    

 

You can also go to 
www.schoolbuscity.com 

 

Weather Conditions   Dress Warmly for Cold Weather   

Pop Tabs for Wheelchairs            

 

On January 10th, we took the initiative to start collecting pop tabs to make a wheelchair for a person 
in need. After speaking at our monthly assembly, we handed out various containers to each class so 
that they could help us gather pop tabs for the cause. We will be collecting pop tabs from January 
10th to June 15th.  At last count, we collected 8304 tabs. A wheelchair takes approximately 8 million 
pop tabs to create. While we know that this will be almost impossible for the school to collect, we 
would like to make a difference by being able to contribute to making one. The pop tabs will be 
brought to Sick Kids Hospital because they collect for the charity “POP TABS FOR WHEELCHAIRS.” We 
are hoping everyone can help us by bringing in as many pop tabs as they can, to help those in need.     

Organized and Written by Amelia, Maddalene and Emma  

http://www.schoolbuscity.com
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Under the Education Act, parents/guardians have a right to access their child’s Ontario Student Record if the 
child is under 18.  

 

If the student is 18 or over, the Board/school must follow the privacy provisions of the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act regarding the disclosure of personal information about the student 
to their parents/guardians.  

 

Students 18 or over must provide written permission by signing the Consent for Information Sharing form to 
allow parents/guardians to continue to access school-related information about the student. This includes 
academic progress, attendance and behaviour.  

 

Students can also obtain the form from the school office.  

 

Parent Information 

Important Information for Students Turning 18 

Moving? A New Child Attending? Help Us Plan Ahead! 

 
 
 
It may only be February, but our school has already started 
preliminary planning for 2018- 2019. In some respects, the 
work we do now in the offices is especially important, be-
cause our accuracy with anticipated enrollment helps us 
better plan, and optimistically, minimizes the need to 
move students across classes in September. We need to 
recognize there is always a possibility in any given year for 
reorganization in the Fall, especially as enrollments in-
crease or decline. We would ask our community for its 
help in this work. If you know you will be moving out of 
the area in the months ahead, please let the office know as 
soon as possible, to help us be accurate with our enroll-
ment estimates. Similarly, if you have a child who will be joining us at the school for the first time in 
Kindergarten Year 1 and have yet to register, we would ask you to do so at your earliest convenience. 
Thank you for your support in helping us plan for continued success at the school.  

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/international/admissions/Documents/YRDSB-ConsentForInformationSharing.pdf


A Mental Health Information Night for Parents 
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Parent Information 



Parent Information 
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G.I.V.E.—Free Parent Program 

 


